
 

Producer Organizations 

Lobbying Hard Against 

Government Plan Option 

for Insurance Reform 

By: Phil Lackman 

 

More than 40 Illinois health 

insurance producers partici-

pated in the Joint 

Agent/Broker Fly-in this 

week in Washington, D.C. to 

deliver our message on Fed-

eral Health Care Reform. 

The agents stated that we 

support significant insur-

ance and other systemic 

reforms and strongly op-

pose a Government Plan 

Option which will destroy 

the private market. They 

also stressed that govern-

ment bureaucrats and call 

centers cannot match the 

service and value agents 

and brokers bring to their 

clients.  

Coordinated by all four na-

tional agent/broker associa-

tion including IIABA, 

NAHU, CIAB and NAIFA, 

the fly-in drew more than 

1,000 agents and brokers 

nationwide. In addition to 

attending the joint legisla-

tive briefing, members of the 

Illinois associations met 

with both U.S. Senators and 

most of the Illinois Congres-

sional delegation on 

Wednesday.  

 

As the House and Senate 

actively debate comprehen-

sive health care reform 

(continued on page 2)     
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Mission Statement 

ISAHU will improve its mem-
bers' abilities to meet the 
health, financial and retire-
ment security needs of their 
clients through education, 
advocacy and professional 
development. 
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REGION  THREE  MEETING–  AUGU ST  1 1  

The leaders of State and Lo-
cal NAHU chapters in Region 
3 will be coming together on 
Tuesday, August 11 in Cleve-
land, Ohio for a “President’s 
Round Table.”  

Regional Vice President Linda 
Erlenbach is encouraging 

each chapter to send their 
current Presidents and Presi-
dent Elects with copies of 
their strategic plans and Poli-
cies and Procedures for an 
interactive brainstorming 
session. This is a great net-
working opportunity for chap-
ter leaders as well.  

10 AM10 AM10 AM10 AM————4PM4PM4PM4PM    

Hilton Garden InnHilton Garden InnHilton Garden InnHilton Garden Inn    

Cleveland AirportCleveland AirportCleveland AirportCleveland Airport    

    

$50/participant$50/participant$50/participant$50/participant    

Register online atRegister online atRegister online atRegister online at    

Www.nahu.orgWww.nahu.orgWww.nahu.orgWww.nahu.org    

Insurance Producers hit the Capitol on July 14 



legislation, the joint grass-

roots fly-in provided an 

opportunity for the health 

insurance agent and broker 

community to send a strong 

message to Congress to pre-

serve the private delivery of 

health insurance and to op-

pose the creation of a gov-

ernment-run public 

plan. Last week, the House 

unveiled their version of 

reform which runs over 

1,000 pages and costs more 

than one trillion dol-

lars, while the Senate 

continues to move 

forward on a dual 

track with proposals 

pending in both the 

Committee on 

Health, Education, 

Labor and Pensions 

(HELP) and the Com-

mittee on Finance.  

In addition to the fly-in 

ISAHU, in coordination 

with IIA of IL and NAIFA 

IL, conducted in-district 

meetings during June and 

July with most of the Illinois 

Congressional Delegation 

including – more informa-

tion on page 3. 

 

We would like to thank all 

of our members who took 

the time to attend both the 

D.C. Fly-In and in-district 

congressional meetings.  

that will coordinate: 
  
Golf outing:  John Gaglione  
River Boat / Lake front 
cruise:  Wilbur Mills  
Baseball game:  John Joseph  
Bus Tour: (open) 
Run/Walk: (open) 
  
Please contact John Joseph at  

jayjayjoseph@comcast.net if  

As you may know, NAHU 
is holding the 2010 annual 
convention here in Chicago in 
2010.  As a result we will be 
asked to host some functions 
locally. Events for the folks 
who arrive early on Saturday 
are generally hosted by the 
local chapters. Here is what 
we tentatively have planned 
so far and those individuals 

you are interested in being a 
part of this great NAHU event! 
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NAT IONAL  CONVENT ION  WRAP  UP   
C O MM EN T S  F R O M  P A S T  P R E S I D E N T  J O H N  G A R V E N  

WA SH INGTON  FLY  IN  CONT INUED . . .  

PLANNING  AHEAD  FOR  CHICAGO  2 0 1 0 !   
C O M M E N T S  F R O M  P A S T  P R E S I D E N T  J O H N  J O S E P H  

NAHU president in 2002-
2003, very deservingly win 
the Harold R. Gordon Me-
morial Award. Unfortunately 
ISAHU did not win the Land-
mark Award that it had ap-
plied for, but nevertheless 
because of Beth Smith’s 
diligent and hard work we 
now have the framework in 
place that will make it much 
easier for the state associa-
tion to file for the award next 
year and WIN IT at conven-
tion which is being held in 
Chicago! (See below for 
more info!) 

Further, I am pleased to 
advise everyone that my 
good friend and colleague 
Tom Harte whom many of 
us supported in the NAHU 
Secretary race was in fact 
elected yesterday.  Because 
Tom is the new NAHU Sec-
retary @ July 1st he will 
become our organization’s 
president @ July 1, 2013.  

 

Thanks to everyone for your 
engagement during my ten-
ure as president of ISAHU.  

Dear colleagues: 
 
I believe everyone who at-
tended will agree with me 
that it was a great event, 
though expensive given its 
venue.  Also, there was un-
derstandably a great deal of 
emphasis on legislation, and 
in that regard I believe that 
NAHU is doing everything 
possible in its representation 
of its members’ interests.   

One of the highlights of the 
convention was watching 
Eva Jean Fomalont from 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, 

“Thanks to everyone for 

your engagement during 

my tenure as president 

of  ISAHU.” 

- John Garven 

Caption describing picture or graphic. 
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Golden Eagle 

 

Blair Gambill 

Wilbur Mills 

David Zern 

 

Eagle 

 

John H. DiVerde 

Roger W. Garrett 

John Garven 

Scott Loochtan 

David Meister 

Lou Reginelli 

Greg Smith 

Stanlee Way 

President’s Council 

 

Robert Kahler 

Robert Slayton 

 

Leading Producer 

 

Michael Halko 

Lorita Hellman 

Peter J. Justen 

Denise Wegner 

Edward Zurek 

Not sure how to qualify?Not sure how to qualify?Not sure how to qualify?Not sure how to qualify?    

 

Check out the requirements 
at… 

 

http://www.nahu.org/membe
rs/awards-lprt.cfm 

 

Or in the attached brochure! 

 

 

I've met with him before that 
he wants to wait until the 
legislation is written and 
then try to fix what's wrong 
with it.  Our strategy is to 
have a voice or a seat at the 
table in developing the legis-
lation so that it is closer to 
acceptable right out of the 
gate.  Congressman Fos-
ter's strategy is concerning 
to me because as I men-
tioned in the meeting, once 
flawed legislation is passed 
the market will dramatically 
change in response to that 
legislation.   

  

Representative Foster is a 
reasonable person and 
wants to hear all sides of 
this issue.   

  

We need to backfill him, 
through his staff, on what a 
"level playing field" is in re-
gard to the government run 
plan being hammered out 
right now.  He has come a 
long way on the issue of 
cost shifting since I first met 
with him several months 
ago.  He stated several 
times in our meeting and 
each of the four or five times 

We did talk about the 
changes needed in the indi-
vidual market.  He agrees 
with the concept of some type 
of subsidy for low income 
people to help them 
buy guaranteed issue individ-
ual plans.  He did mention 
that the problem is figuring 
out how to pay for it. 

  

Over all I think it did go well 
but we still have a long way to 
go with Congressman Foster.  
He is friendly to us and is will-
ing to listen but as a freshman 
Congressman he will get a lot 
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IN -D I S T R I C T  CONGR E S S I O N A L  MEE T I NG S  R E C A P  
D E B B I E  H A L V O R S O N ,  B Y  S A R A H  E A S T M A N –  C S A H U  

L E A D I N G  P R OD U C E R S  R OUND T A B L E
( L PRT )  
CONG R A T S  T O  T H I S  Y E A R ’ S  QU A L I F I E R S  

B I L L  F O S T E R ,  B Y  J O H N  G AG L I O N E  -  D A H U   

spoke with one voice. Our 
goals were clearly outlined, 
focusing on the following 
two main areas: The Role of 
the Agent and Avoiding the 
Public Plan Option.  

 

Our discussion was over an 
hour and it was truly a 
healthy conversation, rather 
than people talking at each 
other. The biggest eye 

opener came when we 
shared specific stories of 
the level of service we pro-
vide our clients It was good, 
Marylin Turner-Mallory was 
going to put all who at-
tended on an email blast 
list, so when they come 
across situations, issues, 
and topics where they need 
input, that she will reach out 
for our recommendations/ 
feedback.  

We met on June 30th and it 
was a collaboration of 9 IIAI 
members as well as NAHU 
members. 

  

It was a great discussion 
with Debbie Halvorson and 
her District Director Marylin 
Turner-Mallory (who handles 
her healthcare information 
and communications). We 
were well organized and 

“It was a truly healthy 

conversation.” 

~Sarah Eastman 

 

“Representative Foster is 

a reasonable person and 

wants to hear all sides 

of  this issue.” 

~John Gaglione 



 

    

Congrats to Dupage Congrats to Dupage Congrats to Dupage Congrats to Dupage 
who had the most new who had the most new who had the most new who had the most new 
members this past members this past members this past members this past 

month!!!month!!!month!!!month!!!    

    

11 newly 11 newly 11 newly 11 newly     

Recruited members!Recruited members!Recruited members!Recruited members!    

Central: Central: Central: Central:         111111111111    

    

Chicago NE: Chicago NE: Chicago NE: Chicago NE:     198198198198    

    

Southland:Southland:Southland:Southland:    42424242    

    

Dupage:Dupage:Dupage:Dupage:        107107107107    

    

Northern:Northern:Northern:Northern:    48484848    

    

Southern:Southern:Southern:Southern:    34343434    

MEMBERSHIP  STATI ST ICS  
TOTAL I SAHU MEMBERS  5 4 0  

State Wide Calendar - August/September 

August 

3  Chicago Southland Golf & Summer Pool Outing 

4  9:00 State Legislative Call (all state/local membership leaders) 

11  Regional Meeting - Cleveland, Ohio (state/local presidents & pres elects)

13 Chicago Northeast Charity Golf Outing 

18  2:00 Regional Membership Call (all state/local membership leaders) 

 3:30 State Exec. Board Call 

27  Central Illinois Golf Outing  

(HUPAC, Education, Media Relations Committee calls t.b.d.) 

 

September 

1  9:00 State Legislative Call (all state/local membership leaders) 

8  3:30 Full State Board Call 

10 Chicago Northeast Legislative Breakfast 

15  2:00 Regional Membership Call (all state/local membership leaders) 

17 Chicago Southland Legislative Breakfast 

22  Northern Illinois Golf Outing 

We’re on the Web!

www.isahu.com 

 

Newsletter Ideas? Looking for PR 
for a chapter event? Email to 
mlt@thorntonpowell.com 

Illinois State AssociationIllinois State AssociationIllinois State AssociationIllinois State Association    

Of Of Of Of     

Health UnderwritersHealth UnderwritersHealth UnderwritersHealth Underwriters    

 

Executive BoardExecutive BoardExecutive BoardExecutive Board    

President: Michele Thornton 

Pres. Elect: Lou Reginelli 

Vice Pres.: Robert Slayton 

Treasurer: Wilbur Mills 

Secretary: Al Orelt 

Past Pres: John Garven 

    

Committee ChairpersonsCommittee ChairpersonsCommittee ChairpersonsCommittee Chairpersons    

Membership: Michele Katz 

Retention: John Joseph 

Legislation: Greg Smith 

HUPAC: Mitch Palmer 

Education: Marti Monckton 

Media Relations: Russell 
Dixon 

Awards: Open 

 

Local Chapter PresidentsLocal Chapter PresidentsLocal Chapter PresidentsLocal Chapter Presidents    

 

Central: Dawn Edwards 

 

Chicago Northeast:  

Dean Anagnopoulos 

 

Chicago Southland:  

Frank Vance 

 

DuPage: John Gaglione 

 

Northern: Laura Blomgren 

Southern: Kevin Nowak 


